RESOLUTION FOR LAWN CARE TO PROTECT WATER QUALITY

Rationale for the Town of Harpswell and its residents to use “green
methods” on lawns to protect our water bodies

WHEREAS we know that what happens on land sooner or later ends vp in the water nearby,
particularly as this applies to the use of pesticides and fertilizers (weec and feed) routinely
spread on our lawns; and

WHEREAS Casco Bay, one of. the rzohest and most dwerse estiiaries i1 the nation, has a
watershed area that encomp&sses 41 towns, and houses 25% of Maine”! popu}atmn on only 3% of
its land area; and - ‘ :

WHEREAS this densxty, taken in combination w1th a 700% increasé i the usage of garden
toxins over the last 12 years (Maine Board of Pesticide Control) has s gnificantly raised
pollution levels, and affected the water quality of Casco Bay as record: d by 20 years of. Water
samphng by the: Fnends of Casco Bay; and :

WHEREAS locally nitrogen, the worst polluter in salt water, affects th2 health of our ciaﬁﬁ and
eelgrass beds, jeopardizing the breeding areas, and creating stress on tte lobster, clam and bait
ﬁshmg industries; and 4

WHEREAS similarly, all freshwater bodies including ground and pot: ble water supplies are u-:
equally at risk, and because one (1) pound of phosphorous entering an nland wetland, pond or.
stream produces 50 pounds of algae that absotb'the | oxygen and klil aqiatic spécies; and

WHEREAS the threat by syntheuc chemlcals sparked 2 bﬂl passed bx the 2007 1eg131ature

dlscharges into the ocean; and

WHEREAS, some Maine coastal towns (Camden; Rockport Castine, | ‘.mnswzck -
Kennebunkport), wishing to protect the health of their people; pets and wildlife without Weutmg
for State controls, have opted to authorize the discontinuance of fertiliz erand pestmde use
applied to laws for ‘cosmetic” purposes : :

WHEREAS there are now viable ecological, non-toxm lawn care alterr a‘aves which assure a
self-sustaining healthy enwronment

WHEREAS PBest Manaoement Pmcnces (BMP) suoh as Bayscapmg ot ocean frontages, and
Yardscaping on fresh water frontageshave 7 proven both envirenmentally sound and more
effective because these organic approaches enrich the soil with compost, which micro- organisms
break down for the plants to absorb; and

WHEREAS such gardening and yard practices are a way of showing o1.r neighbors we care for
Harpswell and for the future of its limited supply of potable water; and-
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WHEREAS healthy garden and yard practices will alleviate the build- 1p of contaminants from
such non-point sources as lawn runoff, difficult to detect and treat by ¢ ther means, and insure a
green yard that keeps Casco Bay blue; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED that the Selectmen of the Town of Harpswell adoyt a policy of exercising
“green garden practices” on public lands, and encourage residents to follow suit, in such a
manner that contributes to the health and safety of the env1r0nment sustains a balance with
nature, and incorporates the following pr1nc1ples : g

o Replace water soluble “weéd and feed’ chemicals that endangs r our water with slow
release, non- ‘soluble organic nutnents that feed the soil and plents: without runoff

s Favor native specuas for resilience agamst disease, climate and soil constramts

e Enrich. bmdwersr{y by avmdmg monocylture and by promotin ; dlversrty of plant species

e Seekalternative design solutlons for lawns when hostile factors of grade shade and
drainage exwt and :

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Harpsweii Conservation Comynission prowdes
information and suggestions to landowners in order to affect this Reso!ution and these prmczples

Mark Wallace

Available educational materials at hitp://www.harpswell. maine.gov/ :
Six Point Best Garden Program for a Healthy, Self-Sustaining Lawn
Six Point Best Garden Program - Seasonal Schedule

Turf Pests and Diseases, and How to Treat Them
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